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EDITORIAL POLICY
The DP Element is the voice of the 

Dufferin-Peel (OECTA) Elementary Unit. 
Members’ submissions are encouraged. 

Submissions must be keeping with the aims 
and objectives of the Unit. Final approval of 
articles rests with the Editorial Board. Please 
direct suggestions or comments to the Unit.

secretary@elemdp.com
receptionist@elemdp.com

UNIT SECRETARY - Diane Mulvale
RECEPTIONIST - Tracey Weir 

June 29th – July 17th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
July 20th – August 21st – Unit Office Closed

August 24th – September 4th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Regular hours resume the first day of school, September 7th, 2020

In the event of an emergency, contact the Provincial Office (416) 925-2493

UNIT OFFICE HOURS – SUMMER HOURS

   

Thank you for being socially responsible and doing your part! 

Thank you for respecting our staff and supporting the changes 
we have made to serve you!  

Thank you for teaching our children in a way none of us could 
ever have imagined! 

As an essential service we have remained open helping you with your financial needs. In order 
to do so we have adapted many aspects of our business including changes in safety protocols 
that are reviewed and modified as necessary to ensure all of our safety.  

Whatever your needs or dreams, we are here to help. Call or email us as we can do most things 
remotely saving you time and sadly what is a current reality, the stress of in-person meetings. 

If debt load is causing you anxiety, contact us, we currently have a promotion on unsecured 
debt consolidation loans which are providing financial well-being and stress relief.  

We dedicate our services to members of the educational community throughout Ontario and 
we are looking forward to helping you and your family with all of your financial needs. 

www.oecu.on.ca 

1-6435 Edwards Boulevard 
Mississauga, ON 

905-795-1637 or 1-800-463-3602

Thank you Dufferin-Peel (OECTA) Elementary Members… 



It is hard to believe that another school year is almost ready 
to wrap up.  Much has happened in our lives, both personally 
and professionally, since the start of the 2019-2020 school 
year. OECTA members endured many challenges and 
continue to do so in light of this global pandemic.  

Collective Bargaining

The Unit was extremely grateful for the collective support 
of the entire Dufferin-Peel (OECTA) elementary membership 
through the many ups and downs during this round of 
central bargaining.  Together, we remained united to represent 
the interest not only of our profession but most of all the 
interest of the students we teach. 

For the first time in more than 20 years, the Association 
engaged in province-wide strike action to stand against the 
reckless cuts of the Ford government and to protect the 
world class publicly funded education system in Ontario. 

Now that the OECTA membership has ratified the central 
terms of our Collective Agreement, the Unit will engage with 
the Board to bargain local terms for our membership, for 
both permanent and occasional teachers represented by 
our unit.

Member Engagement

Both at the Provincial and Unit level, we continue to work 
diligently in the interest of our membership. The Unit 
executive remains focused on ensuring that our members 
are informed and that their voices and concerns are heard 
and addressed.

I am happy to report that this year, through a joint submission 
with our brothers and sisters in DPSU, DPEU was the 
recipient of the award for Best Practices in Member 
Engagement, for the OECTA Province-wide Strike Newsletter 
and Video.  Congratulations to the entire Provincial Strike 
Implementation Committee for all their work through this 
year’s provincial job action.

We strongly encourage members to stay informed.  There 
are many ways to do so:

• read the emails from OECTA Provincial and DPEU
• access the Members’ Site on the OECTA website and 

www.elemdp.com.
• follow @OECTAProv on Twitter and

@catholic_teachers on Instagram
• and read government news releases at Ontario News

If members on your staff are not currently receiving 
local and/or Provincial email updates, please ask them 
to contact the Unit office.

Unit Elections

On Wednesday June 10, 2020, our first virtual General Unit 
Elections Meeting was held.  I would like to thank everyone 
who put their name forward as a candidate for the Unit 
Executive and for their demonstrated leadership.  

I look forward to working with the Elected 2020-2022 
executive members, over the next couple of years, in the 
best interest of the membership.

The following are the members of the 2020-2022 
Unit Executive: 

Rose Procopio – President

Sandra Vukosich – First Vice-President

Heather Gremmen – Second Vice-President

Mario Zarkovic – Treasurer

Lori Austin – Recording Secretary

Sara Sywash – Designated OT Representative

Giovanna Chiodo - Councillor

Maria Commisso - Councillor

Mary Matteo-Attanasio - Councillor

Ingrid Mueller-Kupec - Councillor

Michael Schaus - Councillor
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President’s Report
Rose Procopio - president@elemdp.com



Occasional Teachers

Our occasional teachers have been greatly disadvantaged in 
the past few months due to the COVID-19 global pandemic.  
It has had much financial implications, due to the lack of 
daily work as well as LTOs available for access.  Our occasional 
teachers have had to endure a lot of uncertainties on many 
levels and unfortunately, no one knows to date, what the 
beginning of the next school year will be like. 

Retirees 2020

The unit would have much rather have acknowledged all our 
retirees at our annually appreciation dinner, but unfortunately 
this year it had to be cancelled.

To all our members embarking in a new chapter of their lives, 
retirement, thank you for your devoted work for many years 
in our Catholic Schools.  The Unit, your colleagues and 
students have all benefited from years of dedication and 
commitment that you have demonstrated. It is with a great 
sense of pride that the members of the Unit Executive extend 
their appreciation and congratulations to all those members. 

Your smile and friendly greeting have given students the 
courage to continue on their educational journey. Thank you 
for your many years of service. May your new beginnings be 
filled with happy memories of the years you spent contributing 
to the success of our students and to Catholic Education. 
As Saint John Baptist De La Salle once said, “To be entrusted 

with the teaching of the young is a great gift and grace 
of God.”

Congratulations on your retirement!

Concluding Remarks

With all of the changes that have been brought on in our 
world due to the COVID-19 global pandemic, and the 
unfortunate events occurring south of the border with 
innocent black lives being lost, we as a society need to work 
together to bring positive changes.  We must ensure that 
everyone is afforded the same opportunities to succeed 
regardless of their skin colour.  We need to go beyond just 
saying we hear you, we must not act upon it, otherwise we 
are contributing to the injustices happening in our world, 
including here in Canada.  

It is also important that you do not lose sight of taking care 
of yourself, your family and your loved ones.  We realize that 
teaching as a vocation often comes with personal sacrifice, 
especially now.  Please remember to take a well-deserved 
break this summer and recharge for what may be another 
challenging school year.  To use the words of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, “To keep a lamp burning we have to keep putting oil 
on it.”   We hope that you are able to spend time with family 
and friends, even if virtually, and be able to show love to 
those who matter most to us in our lives.

Thank you for your support and the dedicated work you do 
daily in our Catholic Schools. I look forward to continuing to 
serve as your Unit President and encourage you to call the 
Unit should you have questions or require assistance.  
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Well this has certainly been an interesting school year. Between our job action and schools being closed with emergency 
distance learning in place, communication with your local unit has been more important than ever. A thank you to 
everyone who has kept the unit informed of changes to your contact information, you are encouraged to continue to do 
so through secretary@elemdp.com

This year we saw our website add a new section for occasional teachers, with information previously available on our 
previous occasional teachers’ specific website. Our Twitter feed and Facebook were full of images and stories of solidarity 
on the picket lines, “Red for Ed”, and togetherness through the distance learning. Meetings were held virtually, including 
our regular Rep meetings, executive meetings, elections, as well as the Provincial AGM. And regular updates came to our 
inboxes to keep us informed during this challenging time.

This newsletter was prepared to share with you some aspects of this past year, including events such as our “Breakfast 
with Santa” and “Rep appreciation dinner”. We hope you enjoy looking back at this school year, and I wish you the best for 
the summer and school year ahead.

Communication Officer’s Report
Michael Schaus - communications@elemdp.com

https://twitter.com/elemdp
https://www.facebook.com/Dufferin-Peel-OECTA-Elementary-Unit
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 2019
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 2019



Page 6

REPS APPRECIATION DINNER 2019
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OECTA STRIKE ACTION 2020



WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
EDUCATORS ACROSS 
ONTARIO.

Contact us today to see how  we can help you.

1.877.742.7490 
Johnson.ca/educator HOME  CAR 

As we adapt to a new normal, we want everyone to know that you can always depend on your 
friends at Johnson Insurance. We are there for you and we will get through this together. 

Johnson has been helping educators save more on their home and car insurance for over 50 years.

In fact, 80,000 educators trust Johnson with their insurance needs and take advantage of the many 
benefits we have to offer.

Johnson Insurance is a tradename of Johnson Inc. (“JI”), a licensed insurance intermediary. Home and car policies primarily underwritten, and claims handled, by Unifund Assurance Company 
(“UAC”). Described coverage and benefits applicable only to policies underwritten by UAC in ON. JI and UAC share common ownership. Eligibility requirements, limitations, exclusions, additional 
costs and/or restrictions may apply.
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UNIT ELECTIONS
Thank you to the members who participated in the June 10th, 2020 Unit Elections 

for our new Unit Executive. The results are as follows:

PRESIDENT Rose Procopio
(2nd year of 3 year term)

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT   Sandra Vukosich 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Heather Gremmen

TREASURER Mario Zarkovic

RECORDING SECRETARY  Lori Austin

DESIGNATED OCCASIONAL  Sara Sywash
TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE

COUNCILLOR Giovanna Chiodo
Maria Commisso
Mary Matteo-Attanasio
Ingrid Mueller-Kupec
Michael Schaus

APPOINTED POSITIONS

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER  Michael Schaus

TEACHER WELFARE OFFICER Heather Gremmen

MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE OFFICER Ingrid Mueller-Kupec

OCCASIONAL TEACHER MEMBERSHIP

SERVICES OFFICER – ELEMENTARY Mary Matteo-Attanasio
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OECTA COMMITTEES

FOLLOW US

2019 - 2020

AWARDS/SOCIAL
Ingrid Mueller-Kupec • Blossom Dias • 

Mary Matteo-Attanasio • Diana Miscolci • Charlotte Leavitt •
Maggie Caserta • Rose Propcopio • Maria Commisso • 

Marina Sequeira • Jodi Rukavina

COMMUNICATIONS
Michael Schaus • Rose Propcopio • Diana Miscolci • 

Aidan Sidall • Jodi Rukavina • Maggie Caserta •
Maria Commisso

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING COMMITTEE
Heather Gremmen • Rose Procopio • Aidan Siddall • 

Mary Matteo-Attanasio • Ingrid Mueller-Kupec

FINANCE
Mario Zarkovic • Lori Austin • Giovanna Chiodo •

Michael Schaus • Rose Propcopio • Heather Gremmen • 
Sandra Vukosich • Ingrid Mueller-Kupec • Becky Sappong •

Diana Miscolci

HEALTH & SAFETY
Heather Gremmen • Mary Matteo-Attanasio • 

Rose Propcopio • Diana Miscolci • Maria Commisso • 
Aidan Sidall • Giovanna Chiodo • Jamie Philip •

Charlotte Leavitt • Maggie Caserta • Blossom Dias • 
Bozica Sajatovic • Diana Fendley • Anna Bellissimo • 

Ingrid Mueller-Kupec • Carolyn Radman • 
Michelle Melo-Silva

HUMAN RIGHTS/STATUS OF WOMEN
Andrea DeFrancesco • Sandra Vukosich • 

Rose Propcopio • Maggie Caserta • Marina Sequeira •
Jamie Philip • Maria Commisso • Julia Jaksa • 

Blossom Dias • Anna Bellissimo

LEGISLATION
Sandra Vukosich • Rose Procopio • 

Charlotte Leavitt • Heather Gremmen • Aidan Siddall •

Diana Miscolci • Bozica Sajatovic

NOMINATIONS
Jeremy Cox • Charlotte Leavitt • Jean Smylie • 

Marrey Prajza

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/
BEGINNING TEACHERS

Sandra Vukosich • Lori Austin • Rose Propcopio • 
Diana Fendley • Blossom Dias • Katrina Reynolds •

Bozica Sajatovic • Marina Sequeira • Maggie Caserta •
Andrea DeFrancesco

RESOLUTIONS
Sandra Vukosich • Rose Procopio • Diana Miscolci • 

Heather Gremmen • Blossom Dias • Maria Commisso •
Maggie Caserta • Bozica Sajatovic • 

Mary Matteo-Attanasio

Facebook Twitter

Website - www.elemdp.com




