
 

Sample Comments from Ministry of Education Sources 
 

Note: These samples are taken from the recently developed e-Learning Module on the Initial 
Observations and draft Educator’s Guide, update pending: 

 

1. RYAN: (an excerpt from the Communicating with Parents about Children’s Learning:  A 
Guide for Kindergarten Educators) 
Ryan uses social skills when playing with his friends (e.g., at the spinners and blocks and 
when playing soccer). He acts as a leader by inviting others in, cheering classmates on, 
using strategies to pick teams, and making sure that everyone gets a turn. For example, 
he says, “Let’s do Rock, Paper, Scissors to decide.” 
Ryan demonstrates his interest in writing and in collecting and organizing data when he 
uses a clipboard to keep score. He makes sure that scores are recorded accurately so 
that a champion can be determined in a fair way, which is an example of his 
understanding of numbers and quantity. Ryan also shows problem-solving skills and 
empathy when he calmly supports his friends as they settle disputes about the winner of 
the game.  
Ryan has recently expanded his design skills – he has been seeking out different kinds of 
tools and materials. He had ideas about constructing the soccer playing area with his 
friends: “We need something to make the goal posts stronger so they don’t fall down.” 
We will support Ryan as a writer in areas of interest to him, to develop his understanding 
of how writing works and how it can be used for different purposes, such as writing rules 
for games he invents, creating signs, making lists, and sending notes to others. 
 

2. OMAR: Omar interacts with the rest of the children in creative ways – by observing their 
play and passing them new materials, then showing them new ways to put the materials 
together. He shows a growing interest in creating and designing with various materials as 
he draws and constructs many works of art. In this way, he communicates what he is 
thinking and feeling quite clearly. He also uses clearly organized and precise drawings to 
show how he solves mathematical challenges. He has contributed books for the 
classroom library with very detailed illustrations. We will give Omar the camera and 
encourage him to capture and share his thinking and creations, adding to the examples 
of how he contributes to our class learning.  Linking to Overall Expectations 26, 1, 3, 24, 
13, 22, 23, 4, 19, 20, 9, 30, 2. 
 

3. ETHAN: Ethan is showing a greater interest in design and details, not only in the 
structures he likes to build, but also regarding words in print. He has noticed that the 
letters in his name can be found in signs and labels in the classroom and outdoors. When 
reading a book by himself or with an adult, Ethan points to the letters he knows, makes 
other connections to his world, and asks questions. His current favourite books at school 
are non-fiction, and he talks about his theories about how things work as he looks at the 
pictures. We will continue to strengthen Ethan’s connections to print by supporting him in 
adding print to his daily activities (e.g., making a “Do not touch” sign for a block 
structure he has built and wants to come back to). 

 
4. SARA: Sara has developed strategies that help her to plan her day and feel safe, calm, 

and part of the class. She moves through the room during the time for play and 
exploration. She stands along the edge of the area where children are playing and 



observes the children and/or the materials, or looks out the window. She is able to select 
a book to read and take it into the reading tent. We created a planning board with Sara 
to help her plan her day and select areas she would like to explore. As we begin play and 
exploration time, Sara plans two or three areas she would like to go in the classroom by 
putting picture representing these areas on her planning board. When Sara appears to be 
finished in an area, we revisit her planning board together to determine what she would 
like to do next. Sara continues to select the reading tent and has added the creative area 
and construction area to her plans. Together with Sara, we will continue to monitor how 
her strategies are working to determine when and how to include more types of 
transitions on her planning board. 

 


